
Exodus House, a transitional living facility for men.
Brandy arrived close to midnight. “It was pitch black 

out,” Brandy says. “And, I mean, he’s human, so there’s 
no way he could have, but he glowed like a flashlight 
all the way to the truck. I could tell instantly by the turn 
of his voice and the words he said that he was different. 
He said it was God.”

Rusty told Brandy that if she wanted to be in a re-
lationship with him, she had to be sober. He recom-
mended that she call Rhonda Bear and ask for a spot 
in her transitional living program, His House Ministries, 
in Claremore. 

“Initially, that’s why I came to His House Ministries, to 
do what I had to do to be with Rusty. But God had big-
ger plans,” says 
Brandy.

Brandy moved 
into His House 
Ministries’ group 
home on the 
Fourth of July in 
2012. By Septem-
ber of that year, 
Brandy attended 
the Walk to Em-
maus through His 
House Ministries 
and she says, “That’s where I really, truly changed for 
myself.” In November, she was matched with a Stand 
in the Gap family.

Pam and Alger Flood and Jane and Joy Dearman 
had already been a Stand in the Gap family around a 
woman coming out of prison. Pam says, “We loved 
[Brandy] from the very beginning.” When she tears up, 
Alger jumps in, “It was exciting. Who can say no to 
someone who really wants to change?”

At their first small group gathering, Brandy told the 
group about the daughter named Rustee that she and 
Rusty had together. Rustee was 14-years-old at the 
time, and living with Brandy’s sister in McAlester. She 
called Brandy every day saying that no one was mak-
ing her go to school and pleading to come to Clare-
more. That week, one of her 14-year-old friends had 

That’s where I really, truly changed.

Brandy was 15-years-old and playing basketball 
in her cousin’s driveway when she saw Rusty for the 
first time. When she graduated from high school, she 
moved to McAlester to be near him. Eighteen and in 
love, she followed Rusty into his world, trying to make 
him get clean.

For years, according to Brandy, between drugs and 
guns “it was a battle to stay alive, literally, every day 
you were with Rusty.” But Brandy, the 21-year-old 
mother of his two children, wanted desperately to be a 
family of four, clean and sober, in a home of their own.

Instead, their son was three-days-old when Rusty 
was arrested. Three months after Rusty went to prison, 
Brandy turned to drugs and her one-year-old daughter 
and three-month old son went to live with her sister 
and her mother. From that point on, Brandy was an ad-
dict and “more like a big sister” to her children. She 
visited them on weekends and sometimes drove them 
to prison to visit their father. “When I started doing 
drugs,” Brandy says, slowly and quietly, “they never 
had me as a parent again.”

Brandy tells her story alternating between tears and 
laughter. There are entire years that are painful to re-
member and experiences that still draw tears; pick-
ing Rusty up from prison and taking him to buy drugs, 
watching “Little” Rustee, the couple’s daughter, suffer 
in the house of Brandy’s sister who was also an addict, 
Christmases and birthdays separated from her children 
by distance and addiction, and perhaps most of all, the 
repeatedly dashed hope that Rusty would return to 
Brandy and their family.

Looking back, she says, “I couldn’t make him sober. 
Having kids didn’t make him sober. His parents were 
a police officer and a teacher.” They didn’t make him 
sober. But in 2011 Rusty went on a Kairos weekend 
in prison. Afterwards, he wrote Brandy a letter. “He’d 
been in prison for 13 years and I’d heard all the sto-
ries,” Brandy says. In the letter, “he said God changed 
his life. I thought, Really? You’re going to go with this 
now? I got kind of mad.”

Brandy threw the letter aside, but she didn’t throw 
it away. Months later, she read it again. This time, she 
wasn’t mad, she was hopeful. Thirty minutes later, 
Rusty called her. He asked her to come visit him at the 

When I started doing drugs, they 
never had me as a parent again.

Right then, God prompted me.
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announced her pregnancy. 
But Brandy was still living in Rhonda’s group home 

and couldn’t have Rustee in the house. She asked her 
Stand in the Gap team to pray that Rustee’s situation 
would improve.

“Right then,” remembers Jane Dearman, “God 
prompted me.” She cleared out dresser drawers and 
prepared the guest room in her house. Two weeks 
later, at the Stand in the Gap team’s second meeting, 
Jane said, “Let’s go get Rustee.” 

“When she got here to live with Jane and Joy,” Bran-
dy says, “I was able to actually have a relationship with 
her.” Rustee lived with the Dearmans for almost six 
months until Brandy moved into His House Min-
istries’ family home and Rustee moved in with her 
mother for the first time in 13 years. When Rusty 
moved to Claremore, got a job and an apartment, 
he and Brandy’s then 13-year-old son Dakota 
moved in with him. Before that, “If we went to 
prison to visit, that’s the kind of relationship Da-
kota had with Rusty,” says Brandy, “—none at all. 
We had to learn how to be around each other and 
be normal, not be addicts with kids.” 

Rusty had his own Stand in the Gap family while 
he lived in Tulsa at the Exodus House, but when 
he moved the 30 miles northeast to Claremore, he 
joined Brandy’s Stand in the Gap family.

Brandy remembers the family’s first Christmas in 
Claremore. “That was the first Christmas [my chil-
dren] had with me in probably their whole lives. We 
spent the day with my Stand in the Gap family. Rustee 
and Dakota had love from everybody. People they 
didn’t even know gave them gifts.”

Throughout her time in Claremore, Brandy has regu-
larly attended church and Celebrate Recovery. Today, 
she and Rusty both lead Celebrate Recovery 12-step 
groups. 

“There was a lot of growing and learning and evolv-
ing,” says Pam. “But now, everyone living at His House 
looks to Brandy as a leader.”

On November 9, 2013, Brandy and Rusty were mar-
ried for the first time. Their children and Rusty’s two 
children from a previous relationship served as the 
bridal party. Their Stand in the Gap family decorated 
and shopped for dresses and helped plan the celebra-
tion. Alger says, “These two people coming together 
caused a ripple effect in all these lives. Everyone there 
was celebrating.” 

At the beginning of the ceremony, Rusty prayed over 

his family. For Brandy, the rest of the day was a blur of 
joy made possible only by God and family.

The family of four moved in to the His House Min-
istries family home, which underwent a major renova-
tion, spearheaded by Brandy’s Stand in the Gap family. 
“It was like that show Extreme Home Makeover,” says 
Pam. “That’s what we wanted it to be.” 

With the exception of her time at the Dearman’s 
house, Rustee had never had her own room. When she 
saw her bedroom in the home she would share with 
her parents and brother, decorated and furnished es-
pecially for her, she laid down on the bed and sobbed. 
“So of course we all sobbed too,” laughs Jane.

Today, Brandy has the life she’s dreamed of since she 
first saw Rusty as a 15-year-old girl. She calls her Stand 
in the Gap family “lifers” and knows that they will be 
part of her life, her husband’s life and her children’s lives 
forever. The group continues to meet often, but their 
gatherings are less formal. Sitting around a table, they 
all jump in and out of each other’s stories when laugh-
ter or tears make it difficult to continue. 

“We’ve just done life together,” recalls Pam. “We 
would gather together and pray.” Alger adds, “God’s 
orchestrated every bit of it.” According to Jane, “We 
watched it develop and it’s a fresh work of God. If you 
want to see a fresh work of God, get in Stand in the 
Gap.” 

Thanks to this group of volunteers, Brandy is ready 
to give back. She and Rusty are forming a new Stand 
in the Gap family around a woman who lives in the His 
House group home. 

“God, through Stand in the Gap and His House Min-
istries, has changed my life, and my kids’ lives, and 
Rusty’s life,” says Brandy. “If it wasn’t for that, I wouldn’t 
know Jesus at all.”

   Brandy and Rusty were married November 9, 2013. 
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